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ORE ANIMALS LIVE WHERE LAND AND WATER MEET
than in any other habitat type in Maine, and hundreds of species depend
on such habitat for survival. Yet, humans are attracted to shoreland areas
as well, and as Maine’s human population continues to grow, this valuable
wildlife habitat is diminishing.

This guide can help Maine communities and individual residents conserve shoreland
habitat. It reviews how shoreland habitat is valuable to wildlife, and outlines how
communities can use comprehensive plans, shoreland zoning, and other land-use rules
to protect it. The information also may help conservation groups identify land for
protection, and help landowners conserve and manage wildlife habitat.

The guide makes frequent reference to Beginning with Habitat, a cooperative
program among Maine agencies and organizations that provides maps and other
tools to help local planners incorporate the needs of wildlife in growing communities.
Page 8 lists community-planning resources, including habitat maps and management
guides, from Beginning with Habitat, Maine Audubon, and Maine agencies. It also
features a glossary of terms used in the guide.







